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Don't Knock 
the Rock: 
The CIA 
Investigates 
Itself 



^he Rockefeller Commission, the of- 
ficial Presidential body charged with 
uncovering the CIA’s illegal domestic 
skulduggery is a tangle of interlocks 
within what many have called the 
Rockefeller financial group. The ties 
of the members also extend beyond the 
financial empire directly into the co- 
vert CIA machinations of the past. . 

Henry Kissinger initially present- 
ed the idea of the comnaisslon to Ford, 
who considered it between slaloms 
down the slopes of Vail. Kissinger 
is the chairman of the 40 Committee, 
a kind of board of directors of the 
CIA. All CIA clandestine plans are 
supposed to pass throu^,’.! the 40 Com- 
mittee before they are executed, Kis- 
singer, as has been widely reported, 
originated the “destabilization" of 
Chile program in his capacity as head 
of the 40 Committee. 

Heading the new commission is 
Henry Kissinger’s friend, benefactor 
(to the time of $50,000) andformer 
employer. Nelson Rockefeller, who is 
well acquinted with CIA operations, 
having served on the Foreign Intel- 
ligence Advisory Board since 1969. 
The board supposedly provides ci- 
vilian review of CIA programs. Ac- 
cording to Victor Marchetti and John 
Marks in their book, THE CIA AND 
THE CULT OF INTELLIGENCE, the 
FIAB, “has consistently pushed for 
bigger (and more expensive) intelli- 
gence collection systems." (John 
Marks will present, in detail, the 
workings of the CIA this coming Wed- 
nesday March 19, at the Great Hall 
at 8:00) As a member of the FIAB, 
Rockefeller was present at a Decem- 
ber, 1970 briefing at which CIA offi- 
cials described their plans for deal- 
ing with the then newly elected AUende 
government in Chile. When asked a- 
bout this by Congresswoman Elizabeth 
Holtznaan (D.-N.Y.), Rocky replied, “I 
will have to check it. It does not re- 
fresh my memory." 

The Rockefeller groiqj had much to 
lose in Chile. Under the democratic 
socialist government , the Chilean 
subsidiary of the Chase Manhattan 
Bank was nationalized, as was Ana- 
conda Copper (tightly bound to the 
Chase Manhatten Bank, which is in 
turn dominated by the Rockefeller 
group —David Rockefeller.) and the 
International Basic Economic Corp- 
oration, IBEC was Nelson’s person- 
al creation. Presided over by his 
son Rodman, it has a wide variety of 
holdings in Latin America, In Chile, 
the IBEC mutual fund held controlling 
interests in the majority of the na- 
tion’s t<^ 25 companies. Allende’s 
blow to the Rockefeller portfolios 
must surely have perturbed Nelson; 
the family’s financial centers were 



not idle while their properties were 
being assailed. Chase Manhatten, 
chaired by David Rockefeller, denied 
loans and credits to the AUende gov- 
ernment and helped organize Wall 
Street sentiment against the ChUean 
social experiment. RockefeUer’s 
long-term interest in the CIA has 
been and continues to be motivated 
largely by economic concern. 

Ford’s choice for the panel of C. 
Douglas DUlon, former Under Sec- 
retary of State and Secretary of the 
Treasury, is an auspicious one. The 
N.Y. Times describes DiUon as “Am- 
erica’s top strategist in international 
economic affairs." DUlon is one of 
the RockefeUers’ most important al- 
lies in the financial world. Accord- 
ing to James C. Knowles, pjrofessor 
at the University of Southern Cali- 
fornia, in his definitive monograph, 
“The RockefeUer Financial Group," 
“In the case of the Chase Manhatten 
Bank, the Board of Directors reflects 
an alliance among the powerful Rock- 
efeUer, DiUon and MUbank famUies, 
One of Chase’s directors, C.Douglas 
DUlon, is the principal heir to the 
investment banking fortune of Clar- 
ence DUlon (DUlon,Read & Company), 
which was estimated to be worth be- 
tween $150 and $200 miUion in 1968" 
DUlon is the chairman of the Rock- 
efeller Foundation, a non-taxable 
portfolio of RockefeUer wealth. 

DiUon has tried to cover up the 
CIA’s teU-tale tracks before. In 



1960, as Acting Secretary of State, 
he issued a statement declaring that 
the CIA’s U-2 spy plane shot down 
over the Soviet Union, had been merely 
observing cloud patterns and other 
meteorological phenomena, DUlon 
stUl held a seat in the inner sanc- 
tum of power when administrations 
changed and Kennedy became Pres- 
ident. Democrats and Republicans 
may.come and go, but the best and the 
brightest (and the richest) remain. 
On April 4, 1961, DUlon urged ap- 
proval of the CIA-sponsored Bay of 
Pigs invasion at a National Security 
CouncU meetmg. His benediction of 
this clandestine action did not sweep 
E. .Howard Hunt, Bernard Barker, 
Frank Sturgis and friends into Ha- 
vana; the attack was a disaster. 
Several years later. In 1968, DiUon 
chaired a secret CouncU of For- 
eign Relations meeting of former 
intelUgence officials and other policy- 
makers that discussed CIA penetra- 
tion of American institutions. Form- 
er CIA Director Richard BisseU told 
those assembled that “if the Agency 
is to be effective it wUl have to make 
use of private Institutions on an ex- 
paned scale." (Notes of this meeting 
are printed in the Marchetti- Marks 
book,) 

General Lyman Lemnizer, another 
Ford appointee to the “investigatory* 
commission , was present at the 1961 
N.S.C., meeting approving the Bay 
of < Pigs operation. He was, at that 
time. Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, having served his country 




as a beUigerent cold warrior for 
years. His thoughtful opinions wUl 
undoubtedly be refleeted in the panel’s 
final report. In 1971, Lemnitzer 
called the Pentagon Papers “nothing 
but a memorandum written by a 
Joe Blow in the Pentagon." He term- 
ed its release to the public by Dan- 
iel Ellsberg “a traitorous act on the 
part of an individual who didn’t know 
what he was doing to the security of 
the United States," the N.Y. Times 
reports. 

John T. Connor, Secretary of Com- 
merce under LBJ, is a businessman 
and phUanthropist. He is chairman of 
the board of AUied Chemical, named 
by Professor Knowles as a firm in- 
timately bound to the RockefeUer 
group by interlocks with RockefeUer 
banks. Connor sits on the boards of 
directors of Chase Manhatten as well 
as General Motors and General Foods, 
and is a member of the business coun- 
cil ofthe CouncU of Foreign Relations, 

* the Eastern Establishment’s private 
organization forforeignpolicyformu- 
lation, Connor’s charitable work is 
exemplified by his collection of trac- 
tors, drugs and money as ransom for 
the Bay of Pigs Invaders. As presi- 
dent of Merck St Co., Connor had easy 
access to drugs and doUars. 

The only representative of labor is 
Lane Kirkland, secretary-treasurer 
of the AFL-CIO. Kirkland is a trust- 
ee of the .Rockefeller Foundation, 
served in 1969, on a commision form- 
ed by John D. RockefeUer lU to study 
foundations (following exposure of the 
CIA’s use of foundations as conduits 
for funds and fronts for covert 
activity), was appointed by Richard 
Nixon to a panel charged with recom- 
mending how the Pentagon might oper- 
ate more efficiently, and was Nelson 
RockefeUer’s labor man on his Crit- 
ical Choices for Americans group, a 
vehicle intended to further Rocky’s 
presidential ambitions. 

Kirkland is also a board member of 
the American institute for Free Labor 
Development, an innocent-sounding 
part of the AFL-CIO that has chan- 
neled mUlions of CIA doUars into for- 
eign labor movements. AIFLD (ac- 
tuaUy CIA) agents have participated 
in coups in BrazU, Guyana, Ecuador, 
and other Latin countries. In ChUe, 
the CIA spent mUlions to support 
“strikes" creating economic chaos 
and an unstable environment ripe for 
a coup (N.Y. Times, Sept.20, 1974). 
Kirkland has denied that AIFLD re- 
ceived CIA money, but N.Y.Times 
reports, magazine articles, admis- 
sions by AIFLD officials and several 
books (see Joseph Goulden’s MEANY) 
overwhelmingly support the charge. 
Perhaps the most detailed examina- 
continued on page 8 
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or those of you who think the red- 
scare peaked with Joe McCarthy and 
that Richard Nixon’s downfall was the 
last piece of dirt under the rug, don’t 
take solace. The running dogs of 
right-wing reaction may have lost 
their mouthpieces but their power and 
identity are still somewhat safe and 
hidden within the confines of the clan- 
destine U.S. government — the Central 
Intelligence Agency. 

It has been common knowledge, 
especially outside the U.S.,. that the 
CIA have been the engineers of In- 
stalling and toppling governments in 
a myriad of foreign countries through 
verious covert methods including as- 
sassinations. It has been the role of 
the CIA in U.S. Domestic politics that 
has escaped any real scrutiny. 

The war in Vietnam made obvi- 
ous that America’s rule of thumb for 
emerging third world nations was, at 
all and any cost, to prevent communist 
control of those countries. Whether it 
meant crushing left-wing movements 
for national Independence or literally 
bombing a country into the stone age, 
our role in Southeast Asia and other 
countries was ferverently and whoUy 
anti-communist. 

During the war our foreign policy 
was said to be linked directly to our 
domestic policy. In rder to contain 
communism abroad it was necessary 
to suppress these movements at home 
which opposed those actions. It has 
been widely publicized now that go- 
vernmental agencies, particularly the 



FBI and CIA, engaged in widespread 
illegal surveillance and penetration of 
the anti-war movement in order to 
neutralize and disrupt the efflcwcy of 
that movement. As the historyof Viet- 
nam had its roots in the Cold War, 
so too is the history ofCIA involve- 
ment in U.S, politics rooted In the 
Jingoistic Cold-War mentality of US 
vs, them. 

Over the years this group had begun 
by defining the Soviet Union and World 
communism as the enemy. Then it had 
pressed the idea of global containment 
. of the world of communism. To com- 
plete this fear-of-communism syn- 
drome, this movement contained a 
strong element that saw commtmism 
and communist subversion seeping in- 
to and permeating almost every area 
of the United States. 

With the recent revelations about 
CIA misuses of power, we are given 
pieces of a puzzle that, to the wary 
reader of powerpolitics in the United 
States, produces images of a linking 
thread betwen those great events of the 
last decade that have shaped the com- 
plexion of this country. From the Bay 
of Pigs to the assassination of JFK, 
Martin Luther King, and RFK to Wa- 
tergate, the linking thead has been , 
CIA or other clandestine govemmen- ' 
tal involvement ' and cover-up acti- 
vities. All these political acts seem- 
ed to have been designed by those 
same force s of domestic repression 
and militarism that emerged at the 
outset of the Cold War. 



The specifics of execution and co- 
ver-up of the assassination of JFK, 
Martin LutherKing, and RFK have 
been dealt with extensively in pre- 
vious writings (Take OverVol.5No.4) 
However, the assassination of John 
Kennedy is perhaps most illustra- 
tive of these forces that have twist- 
ed and turned the face of U.S. poli- 
tics for over a decade. To unco- 
ver an intra-govemmental conspir- 
acy to murder a president calls into 
question the very precepts of demo- 
cracy and freedom that this govern- 
ment is supposedly based upon as 
well as the political motives of such 
an assassination, 

Tlus forces that come to fruition 
in Dallas November 22, 1963 had 
been incubating for quite awhile. The 
compulsive reactionaries of suiti- 
cominuiiism saw red at Castro’s vi- 
ctory in Havana in January 1959. 
Sometime during late 1959 Allan Dul- 
les, the head of the CIA, decided the 
best solution for the Cuban problem 
would be to invade Cuba with an array 
of Cuban refugees and to overthrow 
Castro. The ill-fated Bay of Pigs 
operation planned in the Elsenhower3 
administration and executed early in 
the Kennedy administration publicly 
failed to overthrow the Castro regime 
and also caught the U.S. government 
lying. Determined that there would 
be no repititlon of the Bay of Pigs, 
Kennedy moved quickly to tighten 
White House control of the agency by 
purging three of the agency’s top 



officials including Dulles. Dxilles 
later sat on the Warren Commission, 
investigating JFK’s death. It was 
Kennedy’s abandonment of a U.S. in- 
vasion of Cuba that flew directly a- 
gainst those anti-communist forces 
festering within the Cuban exile com- 
munity and the CIA itself. 

Kennedy’s second (and hence fatal) 
mistake in the eyes of that same power 
elite was Vietnam, The beginnings 
of Vietnam were not simple. There 
were many forces at play there. How- 
ever, the CIA was the first to into- 
duce military hardware in an already 
well- entrenched counter-insurgency 
effort that had been instituted in the 
area. By the middle of 1963 It bad 
become evident that either Kennedy 
was going to have to step in and put 
a halt to the spread of this counter- 
insurgency conflagration or let it con- 
sume Southeast Asia and the military 
strength of the U.S. 

L. Fletcher Prouty, in the book 
The Secret Team describes Kennedy’s 
dilemma as such: 

As the country moved into the 
crucial simmer of 1963, the 
President admitted to his clos- 
est confidants that he could not 
move against the right-wingers 
and the Secret Team, As he 
told Senator Mansfield, “I can’t 
do it until 1965, after I’m re- 
elected.* And as he told Kenny 
O’Donnell, “In 1965, I’ll be 
damned everywhere as a Com- 
munist appeaser. But I don’t 
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continued from p.7 
tion of AIFLD/CIA collusion is Phil- 
lip Agee’s INSIDE THE COMPANY: 
CIA DIARY. Agee was a CIA opera- 
tive in AII'LD for 12 years, and went 
to England to publish his memoirs so 
they would not be censored in this 
country by the Agency. His book is 
cu- itly unavailable in th? U.S. I)iit 
la s writer has a copy in his posse- 



ssion. The 830-page manuscript 
irrefutably establishes what Kirkland 
categorically denies. 

Edwin N. Griswald is referred to 
as the former Solicitor General, the 
sole voice for civil liberties on the 
Rockefeller commission, andtheN.Y. 
Times referred to him asacrusader. 
This wishful thinking is unsup- 
portable. As Solicitor General, Gris- 
wold argued the government’s case a- 



galnst newspapers that had published 
the Pentagon Papers (including the 
GLOBE and TIMES). He also pre- 
sented a brief defending the right of 
the Army to spy on Americans 
(Tatum vs. Laird). The former Har- 
vard Law School dean’s most ques- 
tionable act as Solicitor General at- 
tracted the notice of the Watergate 
Special Prosecutor’s office and has 
- recently lieen publicized by Seymour 



Hersh in the N.Y.Times. On April 19. 
1971, Richard Nixon called Assistant 
Attorney General Richard Kleindienst 
about the ITT anti-trust case. Nixon 
ordered Kleindienst to secure a court 
delay so that ITT could finagle a quick, 
favorable settlement. Kleindienst tel- 
ephoned Griswold and a 30-day post- 
ponement was almost instantly grant- 
ed. Griswold lauded ITT’s out-of- 
the-court mimeuver as “not merely a 
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olles care. If I tried to pull out 

Sion, completely now, we would have 

was another Joe McCarthy Red 

. in- Scare on our hands.* Then in 

ly a- a broadcast on September 2, 

rces 1963, President Kennedy gave 

;om- a hint of his plans for dis- 

engagement when he said 
atal) speaking of the Vietnamese, 

Dwer *In the final analysis it is their 

lings war. They have to win or lose it.* 

here Two months later the President was 

low- shot dead in Dallas, 

into- In the course of discovering 

eady why and who killed Kennedy, his- 

ency tory must not be revised to paint 

a the Kennedy as an ally of tl^anti-war 

had movement and defender of countries 

nedy like Cuba and Vietnmam to self de- 

1 put termination. We must not forget 

iter- Kennedy’s origins and interests. He 

con- was an avid cold warrior, and anti- 

itary communist. His old line sense of 

capitolisii 5 )rovided him with adiffer- 
book ent sense of the nature of capitol- 
:dy’s ism; a nature that dictated a differ- 
ent approach to dealing with the red 
e ent approach to dealing with the “RED 

e menace” at home and abroad. On 

one hand Kennedy talked of civil rights 
)t and on the other his brother was at- 

s tempting to sabolage the civil rights 

e and black nationalism movements. 

't To understand the assassination 

- of President Kennedy politically is 

y an important step. . It is to recog- 

e nize the existence of a cabalistic 

elite that has secretly dominated 
t U.S. foreign and domestic policy. 



A power elite that employs covert 
operations, widespread illegal sur- 
veillance on private citizens, criminal 
interventions into the affairs of other 
countries from Santo Domingo in 1965 
to Chile in 1973, and a most effec- 
tive means— assassinations. Thephy- 
sical and political circumstances of 
three assassinations JFK, Martin Lu- 
ther King, and RFK suggest that to 
uncover one of these conspiracies 
is to uncover them all. 

The assassination of John Kennedy 
offers the best possibilities iw» ex- 
pose this elite for two reasons: (1.) 
the existence of a conspiracy to mur- 
der a president suggests a force 
above and beyond normal political 
entities and (2.) thehardcore evi- 
dence in the JFK case reveals that 
a conspiracy definitely existed and 
that the principals in that conspir- 
acy were directly tied into the CIA, 
the FBI, or the Dallas Police. 

In the decade following the JFK 
assassination, the emphasis of the 
evidence had been in terms of a mur- 
der mystery. The political impli- 
cations of the question: “WTio Killed 
JFK?* were never explored In terms 
of a political response. The evidence 
in the various assassination cases 
had brought people together for di- 
rect interchange of views but never 
in the perspective of political action. 

Recognizing the need for the pol- 
itization of issues of assassinations, 
and clandestinism, a conference was 
held in Boston Jan. 31, and Feb. 



entitled “Politics of Conspiracy", 
brought the researchers and the peo- 
ple together for a detailed face-to- 
face encounter with the evidence. 
Sponsored by a Cambridge-based pol- 
itically active research group, the 
“Assassination Information Bureau" 
(AIB), the conference marked a mile- 
stone; for the first time concerned 
voices were sa 3 dng the path of a 
mass-based political movement is 
the only path to the truth of these 
assassinations. The AIB position 
paper states “...we do not and will 
not believe in the power of “the 
system* to motivate its own changes. 
While we constantly appeal to the in- 
fluence and support of offices ^vdlose 
public commission is precisely to re- 
cieve such appeals generously, we will 
never fasten our hopes on such of- 
fices. Only a popular demand for 
the whole truth will get the whole 
truth out.* 

The subsidingofthe anti-war move- 
ment left us all as spectators to the 
traumatic events surrounding Water- 
gate. However, these issues of pres- 
idential assassi nations presents us 
now, as Carl Oglesby states in the 
AIB paper, with “a framework that 
adequately clarifies the political char- 
acter of the crisis so tempestuous- 
ly in flow around us; a framework 
that offers the possibility for con- 
crete action.* 

A mass movement based on these 
issues not only has the real po- 
tential of crystallizing a deepened 



public awareness of the realities 
of power politics in the United States 
but dialectically, at the same time, 
can serve to neutralize that power 
nexus that has secretly dominated 
the political complexion of this coun- 
try for the last decade. The suc- 
cessful performance of this cabalis- 
tic elite depends on 'the covert na- 
ture of their existence and opera- 
tions. To ejqpose to familiar view 
the killings and the treacheries of 
the struggle for power that this groiqj 
has engaged in severely thwarts their 
effectiveness. For their strength 
lies in their ability to make us 
think we are free when we are not. 

IF THERE IS EVER TO BE ANY 
REVOLUTIONARY CHANGES IN THIS 
COUNTRY IT IS THIS CABALISTIC 
ELITE THAT ULTIMATELY MUST 
BE CONFRONTEI> 

It is these ends that TAKE OVER 
in conjunction with WSA, is spon-; 
soring a three day symposium on: 
“the CIA in U.S. Politics*. Thisj 
three-day event is a direct outgrowth 
of the conference in Boston. It is 
a further attempt to publicize and 
politicize, the issues of presidential 
assassinations and Cold War power 
politics. The three days of events 
March 18, 19, and 20 presents an 
indepth examination of these issues 
and an opportunity for action and 
inter-action. 
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good settlement, but a very good set- 
tlement.” According to Hersh, the 
Watergate prosecutor’s office consid- 
ered Griswold a likely candidate for 
investigation, and he was the object 
of a grand jury inquiry. But the case 
against him was inexplic- 
ably dropped by Leon Jaworski: at 

least two members of the prosecu- 
tor’s ITT task force resigned in dis- 
gust. Kleindienst was convicted of 



perjury as a result of his involvement 
in the ITT affair; the man who carried 
out his orders has remained untar- 
nished. At best, Griswold was an un- 
witting pawnn. At worst...? 

Two members of the panel are 
relatively inconsequential. Edgar F. 
Shannon, formerly president of the 
University of Virginia and in the past 
a member of the boards of Naval and 
Air Force Academies, may have been 



appointed because, according to the 
Washington Post, Defense Secretary 
James Schlesinger, then pursuing a 
teaching career, once worked under 
him. Ronald Reagan, seeking a new 
stage for his acting ability after 
stepping down as California’s gov- 
ernor, is on the commission as a 
sop to the Republican right. 

The 'Congregation of dignitaries led 
by the Vice President is luilikely 



to be eager to get at the roots of il- 
licit CIA activity. For this would 
entail violating the sanctity of an 
institution in which they have a vest- 
ed interest. The official obstruction 
of justice has already begun. But 
in trying to shield the ClAfromscru- 
tiny, the Ford-Rockefeller admini- 
stration has inadvertently betrayed 
yet another glimpse of the tangled 
web of America’s ruling class. 



